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The Various Ways, Means, Humours, and 
Stratagems, by which the Parliaments of 
England have at all Times been Elected; 
and what has reſulted from them for the 
Publick Benefit.” 


With a HISTORY of the Antiquity of 
Boroughs, and the Rights, Liberties, and Pri- 
vileges of Burgeſſes. 
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An ExTracT from the Reports of the Committee of 
Secrecy; relating to the Fictitious Stock; and a 
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the ſaid Stock held for them, in order to facilitate 
the paſſing the late Sourh-SEA Bill. 
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OF 


PARLIAMENTEERING, 


S in all Buſineſſes and Profeſſions, from 
the meaneſt Office to the moſt exalt- 
ed Station, there is an Art peculiar to 
every Employment of Man; ſo in 
the making and chuſing Parliaments, 

there is a particular Management worthy of 
Obſervation. | 
And fince it leads us to a great deal of the 
Secret Hiſtory of our Ele&ions, I ſhall endea- 
vour to cial the various Arts, Ways, and Stra- 
tagems, by which the Parliaments of England 


2 | have 


„„ 


have always been elected; to ſhew the pernici- 
ous Conſequences reſulting from thence; to 
point out the Means whereby thoſe Conſequen- 
ces may be avoided ; and finally, to make a 
thorough Application for my Country's Ser- 
vice. | „ 
I ſhall not be tedious in my Enquiries, or, at 
the ſame time, omit any thing material, that is 
cond ucive either to Inſtrutiowor Entertainment: 
And, I hope, by my Reflections interſpers'd, I 


ſhall thus far ſucceed, as to make what is chiefly | 


a Matter of Entertainment, contribute to a Re- 
formation of Practices; which, if long perſiſted 
in, muſt inevitably ruin the Kingdom of Great- 
Britain. 0 
But I do not imagine or expect, whatever the 
enſuing Parliament may be, or any future Par- 
liament, that we ſhall ever have a Good One, on 
the preſent Footing of Elections. Until our Laws 
are more penal againſt Bribery and Corruption, 
as well on the parts of the Electors, as on the 
parts of the Elected, and our Laws already in 
being are more ſtrictly put in execution; I, for 
my part, deſpair of ſeeing an honeſt Parliament. 
Indeed our Parliaments, for the future, may, 
poſſibly, not be ſo bad as the late Seprennial 
Parliament; but they may be nevertheleſs bad: 
They may be willing to join in the deſtructive 
Meaſures of a Court, or to be Encouragers of 
Schemes fatal to the Publick, for the Advance- 
ment of themſelves ; bur it will not be in their 
power, after our unequal Misfortunes, to do 
equal Miſchief with their late Predeceſſors. 
They cannot ſet on foot another South- Sn 
Scheme, for we have neither Money nor Credit 


to carry it on, or to render it ſupportable ; 
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nor can they revive a Law to confine us to Bar- 
racks, becauſe popular Tumults, and publick 
Outrage (as already experienc'd). will undoubt- 
edly be the Conſequence of a Proceeding of that 
nature. os 

But Things that are leſs in themſelves, or leſs 
in general eſteem, which they may venture up- 
on with Safety, we may expect will be tranſ- 
ated. We are to expect, that corrupt Legiſla- 
tors Will leave nothing undone to repay them- 
ſelves the Purchaſe of their Boroughs; and 
that a great many extraordinary Laws will be 
made by ſuch Men, and impos'd upon the 
People. | | | 

The Methods obſerv'd, for chuſing our Re- 
preſentatives of Boroughs (from whence is our 
Danger) are ſo very extraordinary, that this 
will be natural. In theſe the Electors are 
more eaſily Bribed, than in Counties at large, 
to part with their Votes, and thereby their Li- 
berties, to Men they know nothing of, and Who 
have no Notion of any kind of Liberty, but that 
of Cheating and Defrauding Mankind. 

The People (when they chuſe their Members) 
are courted and eſteem'd, and Maſters over cheir 
Candidates ; but for ever afterwards their humble 
Saves. They are like the Lamb in the Fable, 
with the Lion, ſure to have the faireſt Promiſes 
till ſecur'd, and generally as ſure afterwards of 
Ruin and Deſtruction. . | | | 

But before I enter upon my Subject, of 
the various Ways and Means practis'd in 
Elections; as it will be an agreeable Curioſity 
to the Reader, I ſhall give a ſhort Hiſtory of 
the Antiquity and Privileges of Boroughs. 


Burgus, 
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Burgus, or Burg, we are told by ſeveral Wri- 
ters, ſignifies a Street, or Row of Houſes, cloſe 
to one another: And Somner, in his Saxon Dic- 
tionary, defines the word Burgh to be a City, 
Fort, Caſtle, Free-Borough, or 'Town-Corpo- 
rate; a Place of Safety, Protection, and Privi- 
lege. According to all Accounts in Hiſtory, 
the Burgeſſes of London, in the time of the Saxin 
Kings, had ſeveral Liberties and Immunities. 
And certain it is, that, in the Reign of Henry Il. 
at the time that Glanvil wrote, Burghs had ſo 
great Privileges, as, that if -a Bondman, or Ser- 
vant remain'd in a Burgh a Year and a Day, he 
was by that very Reſidence made a Freeman. 
Why theſe were call'd Free-Burghs, and the 
Tradeſmen in them were call'd Free- Bui geſſe, 
the ancient Charters granted to Towns well in- 
form us. It was from a Freedom to Buy and 
Sell without Diſturbance, a Liberty and Ex- 
emption to be free from the Payment of Toll 


in Fairs and Burghs, and in coming to and 


going from them ; which was what every Inha- 
bitant of a Town or Place had not a Right or 
Privilege to claim. 
As to Parliament Burghs, the firſt time we find 
any Citizens or Burgeſſes ſummon'd to Parlia- 
ment, was in the 23d Year of Edward I. when 


they were ſummon' d by the King's Wnt. 


The Writs for Elections were, in thoſe Days, 
in Latin, as they are at this Time, and the Pur- 
port of them in Engliſh was as follows : © To 
the Sheriff of, Sc. Greeting. Becauſe we 

deſire to have a Conference and Treaty with 
the Earls, Barons, and other Great Men of 
our Kingdom, to provide Remedies againft the 
Dangers our Kingdom is in at this time; * 
ore 
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fore we have commanded them, that they be 
with us at YYeſtminſter on, Ic. next coming, 
© to treat, ordain, and do, ſo as thoſe Dangers 
may be prevented. AND WE command, 
and firmly enjoin thee, that, without Delay, 
thou doſt cauſe to be choſen, and to come to 
Jus, at the Time and Place aforeſaid, two 
Knights of the County aforeſaid, and of eve- 
* ry City two Citizens, and of every Burgh two 
Burgeſſes, of the moſt diſcreet and fit Men 
1. bor Buſineſs ; fo as the ſaid Knights may have 
7 WW ſufficient Power for themſelves, and the Com- 
* munity of the County aforeſaid, and the Citt- 
ꝛens and Burgeſſes may have the ſame Power 
* ſeparately from them, for themſelves, and the 
Communities of Cities and Burghs ; then to 
do in the Premiſes what ſhall be ordained by 
* the Common Council of the Realm, ſo that 
the Buſineſs aforeſaid may not remain undone ; 
and have there the Names of the Knights, Ci- 
 tizens, and Burgeſſes, and this Writ. Wit- 


nd neſs the King, Cc.“ | 
ha- The chief Cauſe of Knights and Burgeſſes 


being firſt ſummoned to Parliament, was to give 
their Conſent to Taxes, neceſſary for the De- 
ence of the Kingdom. Before they were thus 
lammoned, the People ſubmitted to ſuch Taxes 
nd Tallages as were impoſed upon them by 
tie King's Officers. Many of the 'Towns, 
viich are now Parliament-Burghs, and ſend 
burgeſſes to Parliament, were the antient De- 
o es of the Crown, and the Lands belonging 
| o them were holden in Fee-Farm. | 
The preſent Parliament-Burghs, which were 
ntienr Demeſnes, as mentioned in the Book of 
Dimeſday, are, in Berkſhire, New Windſor, and 
Eg SE. = Reading; 
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Reading Buckinghamſhire, Wicomb, Wendover, 


Ailesbury ; Devonſhire, Barnſtable, Plympton, Tavi- by 
ſtoke, Aſhburton, Tiverton ; Dorſeiſhire, Melcomb; Pon 
Eſſex, Malden ; Gheceſterſhire, Tewkesbury, Ciren- Ml 
ceſter; Herefordſhire, Lempſter; Huntingtonſhire theſ 
Huntington; Lincolnſhire, Grantham, Grimesby ; Nor- Wr 
Folk, City of Norwich, Great Yarmouth, Thetford; follc 
Oxfordſhire, Woodſtock 3 Somerſetſbire, Ilcheſter, Mi-. 
boru-Port ; Southampton, "Andover ; Stafford(hir, . of 


Tamworth ; Suffolk, Ipſwich ; Surrey, Guildford; 
Wikſhire, Wilton, Weſtbury, Caln, Chippenhan, 
Cricklade, Bedwin ; Yorkſhire, Knaresburg, Malt, 
Threske, &c. | 3 

All theſe Towns are to be found in Don! 
day Book, under the Title of Terra Regis; but 
they were not all of them, at that time, Burghs: 
ſome few of them were otherwiſe, - tho”' now 
they are ſuch, with many others ſince erected. 
J have inſerted the aforementioned Catalogue of 
Burghs as a Mark of Diſtinction, to ſhew which 
are the molt antient Boroughs in this Kingdom, 
and conſequently deſerve molt to be eſteemed. 

It is very probable that our preſent free 
Burghs had their Origin, and received the Li- 
berties they have of long time uſed from Chat- 
ters only ; and if any Man can ſhew any Burghs, 
or antient trading Towns, which uſe the com- 
mon Liberties of Burghs, without Charter, ot 
that never had any, they were Towns holden 
of the King in antient Demeſne, and the Inhad!- 
tants, as being the King's Tenants, did at fir 
begin to buy, fell, aud trade, and continued 
ſo to do by Connivance. 

Theſe Charters were originally granted by 
the Crown, or by great Peers, by an implicit 
derivative Power from the Crown ; bur mer 
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by our Kings. And we have Inſtances of Ap- 
pointments and Returns of Burgeſſes made by 
Lords of Towns, in our Parliament Rolls, tho® 
theſe are very few : Amongſt the Parliament 
. Writs, une 14 Q. Elis. there appears to be the 
following Return. | 


* To all People to whom this preſent Wri- 
' ting ſhall come: I Dame Dorothy Packingtou 
Widow, late Wife of dir John Packingron 
* Knight, Lord and Owner of the Town of 
' Aylechury, ſend Greeting. Know ye tbat 1 the 
' ſaid Dame Dorothy Packington have choſen, no- 
' minated, and appointed the truſty and well- 
beloved Thomas Lichfield and George Burden Eſqs; 
to be my Burgeſſes of my ſaid Town of Ayleſ- 
' bury; and whatſoever the ſaid Thomas and 
George, Burgeſſes, ſhall do in the Service of 
the Queen's Highneſs, in the Parliament to 
be holden at Weſtminſter, on, Cc. next enſu- 
ing the Date hereof, I the ſame Dorothy Pac- 


55 lingtan do ratify and approve as my own Act, 
11 as fully and effeQually as if I were or might 
be prelent thereat. In witneſs, Cc. 


In antient Times it was left to the Sheriff of 
ach County to name and direct which were 
boroughs, and which were not, by the general 
words in the Writ, De qualibet Civitate duos Ci- 
er, & de quolibet Burgo duos Burgeuſes eligi fatias, 
de. to cauſe to be chaſen two Citizens of every 
City, and two Burgeſſes of every Borough ; 
ad the Return of the Writ, thereon indorſed; 
vas thus: I A. B. Sheriff, by virtue of this 
Writ, hare cauſed to be choſen,” in the Coun- 
ty of, &c. two „ of every * 

0 
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of the ſame County two Citizens, and of eve- 
* ry Burgh of the ſaid County two Burgeſſes, 
© of the beſt, moſt able, and diſcreet Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the County, Cities 


© and Burghs aforeſaid, according to the Tenor 


of the Writ.“ 


' Anno 36 Edw. III. the Sheriff of Malibire, in 
his Return of Burgeſſes for the Boroughs of his 
County, left out Luggerſpall, Which had before 


ſient Burgeſſes to Parliament; and there have 


been many other Omiſſions of poor inconſidera- 


ble Boroughs, for ſome hundreds of Years, 


grounded upon the like Returns; tho' in every 
Return mention is made, that of every Borough 
two Burgeſſes have been choſfen. 


But in the th Year bf Richard II. there was 
Law made, that if any, Sheriff of the Realm 
ſhould be from thenceforkh negligent in making 
his Returns of Writs of the Parliament, or 
ſhould leave out of the ſaid Returns any Ci 
ties or Boroughs which of old time were wont 
to ſend Burgeſſes to Parliament, he was to be 
puniſhed for the ſame ; yet notwithſtanding this 
Law, the Practice of the Sheriffs remained the 
ſame it vas before, till the Reign of King Edu. 
IV. tho! ſince it has been altered. 


As to who were or ought to be the Electors 
in Boroughs, it hath very much exerciſed the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons. In the 22d Jam. J. 
in a Conteſt between Sir William Maſters, and 
Sir Maurice Berkely, upon an Election made at 
Cirenceſter 1n Glouceſterſhire, it was reſolved, that 
no Conſcut of Parties, Competitors, — - 
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legal Courſe of Elections; that where there is 
no Charter or Cuſtom to the contrary, the E- 
lection is to be made by all the Hexſholders ; that 
Sir William Maſters was duly elected by the grea- 
ter Number of. Inhabitants and Freeholders ; and 
that where there 1s neither Charter nor Cuſtom 
nor free Burgeſſes in any Borough, there the 
Election was to be made by Houſeholders, and 
not Freeholders only. 1 | 


In a Queſtion, whether the Commons, or the 
Capital Burgeſſes of the Sa of Boſton in 
Lincolnſhire, were the Electors of Members to 
Parliament, Awno 4. Car. 1. it was agreed by the 
Committee of , Privileges, that the Election of 
Burgeſſes in all Boroughs did of common Right 
belong to the Compmoyers, and that nothing could 
take it. from them, hut a Preſcription and con- 


4 


ſtant Uſage. beyond the Memory, of Man. 


It appears in many Inſtances,, that the Opi- 
nions 50 Committees, and the Reſolves of = 
Houſe of Commons, concerning the Right 
electing of Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament, and 
the Perſons in whom it is lodged, have been 
very much perplexed. They have . judged the 
mmunities, or Commonalties of Cities and 
Gurghs, to be only the ordinary and lower ſort 
of Citizens, Burgeſſes, or Freemen; and that 
the Right of Election of Burgeſſes in all Bo- 
roughs did belong to the Commoners, , viz... the 
ordinary Burgeſſes or F reemen, and not to the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council. 
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abd Boroughs, has abways fignified (rightly un- 
derſtood) the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common 
Council, where they were to be found; or the 
Steward, or Bailiff, and capital Burgeſſes; or 
the Governing Part of Cities and Towns, by 
what Perfons ſoever they were governed, or Ti- 
tles called. Is Fl | 


And when in a conteſted Election for the City 
of Bath, in the 13th Car. II. the principal Matter 
inſiſted upon by the Counſel, was, that the E- 
lection was made in the Name of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Citizens of Bath; which word 
Citizens neceflarily and of common Right in- 
tended all the Citizens and Freemen of the City, 
and not thoſe Citizens only that were Common- 
Council-Men: It was anfwered, that Knights 
of The Shire are faid to be choſen by ths Coui- 
ty, or the whole Community of the County; 
and yet theſe words do not extend to all the In- 
habirants of the County: for thoſe whoſe 
Eſtates are in Money or Goods, Leaſcholders, 
c. have not any Vote in ſuch Elections. And 
the Commons, Alembled in Parliament, are uſu- 
ally ſtiled the Commonalty of the Realm, tho 
they are but a felect Number of Perſons elected. 


In ſeveral Counties, the Citizens and Burgeſſes 
were formerly choſen in the County- Courts with 
the Knights of Shires, on the Day of the Elec- 
tion of ſuch Knights, and jointly returned in 
one Indenture. There were commonly ſent 
four or five Citizens or Burgeſſes from the re- 
ſpective Cities or Boroughs, whereof the Mayor 
or Chief Magiſtrate was uſually one, to the 
County Court; and there, by the Aﬀent of Hen 


£ , Ca? 
whole Community of the City er Borough from 
which they were ſent, Citizens and Burgeſſes 
were chofen, with full Power for themſelves, 
and their ſeveral Communities, to do and con- 
ſent to ſuch things, as, by the Common Council 
of the Kingdom, aſſembled in Parliament, ſhould 
be ordained and enacted. Wo 


How far this Practice, with that of omitting 
the Returns of poor inconfiderable Boroughs 
would be ſtill of uſe to the publick Welfare, 
leave to others to judge: But this I will ſay, 
that if the Freeholders of Counties, and the 
Electors of ſome of our moſt conſiderable Bo- 
roughs, were only to make Elections, we ſhould 
probably have a great deal lefs Bribery and Cor- 
ruption than at preſent : We fhould then have 
no ſuch thing as Stockjobbing of Elections; 
and what perhaps is now very common, we 
ſhould rarely find a Member in the Houſe of 
Commons ſet a Price upon his Vote. 


Having now gone through my Short Hiſtory, 
or Notice of Bvoughs, and the 3 Liber- 
ties, and Privileges of our Hurgeſſes (which I 
hope has not been an unprofitable Excurſion) I 
ſhall return to my Subject, and fer forth rhe va- 
nous Arts, Ways, Humonrs, and Stratagems the 
Candidates of Counties, Cities, and Boroughs 
have, for ſome Ages paſt, thought neceſſary to 
gan their ſeveral Elections. | 


By the ancient, Returns of Writs of Election, 
the Members that are choſen are ſaid to be the 
bt, moſt able, and the diſcreeteft Knights, Citi- 
zens, and Nurgeſſes. In the Reigns of ſome of 


= % x 
our Edwards, a Return of this nature might be 
juſtly and honeſtly made; which is more than I Ml * | 
can {ay of all the Returns of Memberg to ſerve in 0b 
Parliament in any of our late Reigns. hg 


Inſtead of our Ele&ions being made out of the WL 
beſt of the People, ſome of the worſt, for their Un- . 
derſtandings, Principles, Religion, and Morals, 
and every thing but their Wealth, (acquired by 
the Plunder of, thoſe they repreſent) have, in 
late times, been choſen as the Guardians of the 
People.  'Thoſe Perſons who have done us the 
favour to rid us of our Money, we have pru- 
dently made choice of, to eaſe us of our Liber- 
ties: and this, conſidering the preſent Poſture 
of Affairs, it is feared may have Continuance 
to Ages to come; and that thoſe Foot-ſteps of 
Liberty we have yet remaining, may be wholly 
effacd and rubb'd, out. 


For, our publick Servants, who formerly ſer- 
ved us for Wages, were no ſooner elected, than 
they became our Maſters. They were then, for 
the moſt part, above the Acceptance of our Al- H 
lowances, and nothing would ſatisfy them but a 05 
National Plunder. 5 had private Ways f 
and Means of being paid their Hire ; and thoſe 
who. ſent them to the Houſe, tho” they diſliked ; 


their Proceedings, had not the Power, to help 
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 Knaves, for a ſhare. in the Government over a 5 


Free · born People? Why ſhould we let their Ar- 1 
tifices prevail, and the Hollowing of the Out i 
charm us like the Nightingale 7 Why how's 15 

| | £3 x ruggle 


a 
ſtruggle like Aſop's two Travellers for the Aſs, 
in chuſing our Repreſentatives > Why ſhould we 
fight and Skirmiſh, break Heads, and Loggerhead . 


it, and loſe Blood in abundance ? And, laſtly, NP 


Why ſhould we be ruin'd and undone by Elec- 
tions? e EF 7 


The Anſwer to all theſe is plain; *cis for 
Money we do them: tis for this we plunge into 
Misfortunes. Our Candidates have Ways to en- 
ſnare us; many are their Stratagems, and all 


are ſucceſsful, for none can reſiſt the glittering 
Bribe. . Es 


Some of our Candidates ſo lively imitate their 
glorious Anceſtor Oliver Cromwell, that they can 
whine and weep over their Country's Wrongs, 
when they have nothing elſe in view but to ruin 
that Country they artfully diſſemble an Affection 
for. No mercenary Prieſt, to procure his Gain, 
nor common Proſtitute, to prevail upon giddy 
and unthinking Youths, can deviſe equal In- 
trigues, and m/ induſtriouſly conceal their 
Hypocriſy and L. imulation, than our Modern 
Competitors for Ele&ions. $7 


Some, who put up for this Truſt in the Com- 
monwealth, are bold and bully it, and think 
to obtain that by Compulſion, which they can- 
not acquire by any other Means: they threaten 
Ruin to all Electors, who, by their Employ- 
ments and Profeſſions, have any Dependance up- 
on them Theſe ſort of Perſons are to be ſtar⸗ 
ved and undone, if they are ſo bold and auda- 
clous as to act with Honeſty, and give their 

- . * Voices 
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Voices agreeably to the Dictates of their 
— and conſiſtent with their own Prin- 

ciples. Fi 


Other Candidates lend Money to EleRors, 
on the Security of theif Notes, as a ſure 
| Pledge for going on the right fide, as they 

call it; which Notes, perhaps, are deliver'd 
up, in caſe the Perſons, by whom they are gi- 
ven, betray themſelves and their Country for 
the Conſideration; but if they preſume to de- 
rogate from the private Condition of ſuch 
Notes, and vote for other Candidates, the un- 
happy Debtors are thrown into Priſon, from 
whence. they have no Hopes of Releaſe, but by 
an Act of Grace. 


And of late we have heard of other kind 
of Engagements; which, tho not the ſame, are 
much of the ſame nature. It ſeems, in the pre- 
ſent Election, ſome Candidates for Boroughs, 
who, having try'd all manner of Ways to ſecure | 
themſelves, and doubting Succeſs, have fur- 
nifh'd their Managers with Money, to lay Wa- 
gers with the Wives of the EleQors; Ten Bj 
Guineas to one, that they ſhould not be 
elected; thinking, that to win the Ten Gui- 
neas, the Wives might prevail upon their Huſ- 
bands to vote for them. Some, I am inform- 
ed, expect to ſucceed by this Device; which, 
by a common Conſt ruction, is nothing leſs than 
Bribery of Ten Guineas a Vote. 


Some Spruce Fellows, who have but little Wit 
in their Heads, tho much Mercury, make it 
their Buſineſs to court and careſs the Electors 


Wives, 
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Wives, and to ſalute them with Guineas 

in their Mouths. A golden Kiſs from a 

handſome young *Squire goes far. And when 

the Women have been negle&ed by one Set 

of Candidates, the Candidates, on the o- 
| ther ſide, have. the ſureſt Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs, by Applications to them. Feaſts, Balls, 
| Muſick, and all Entertainments, are ro be 

at their ſervice; no Expence, on this ac- 
count, muſt be ſpared. They love to eat 
; high, "and to feed luxuriouſly, and the Re- 
ſpect due to Quality muſt be paid e 
tho they are but Coblers Wee. 


I have 8 of ſowe Women, who have 


) been ſo extravagantly zealous ' for the Service 
of ſuch Members they wiſh'd choſen, that they 
4 have made Promiſes and Reſolutions not to 
5 permit their Husbands Embraces, till they 
i had obtain'd from them Aſſurances of their 
* Voting for their favourite Candidates. 
= During the Time of Elections, Licence 
* is given to all manner of Scandal; if a Can- 
85 didate has been guilty of a Crime com- 


by mitted with the utmoſt Secreſy, and never 
heard of before, he is ſure to have it pub- 
liſhed, with Additions, before the Election 
is over. All the Faults of 'a Man's Life, 
and of his Family and Dependents, he muſt 
expect to hear of, and to hear it often re- 
peated 3; Which occaſion” da certam Gentle- 
man, on his putting up for b of the 
the Shire ſome time 1 9 to ask his Lady 

. 


„ 
if ſhe had been free of her Favours; 
for if ſhe had, he ſhou'd be ſure to 


be told owt. 


Upon. theſe Occaſions, the greateſt 
Inſults are offer'd to the beſt ſort of 
-Perſons, who oppoſe the Intereſt of : 
-popular Candidate; nor can a Juſtice 
of Peace eſcape the Fury of the Rab. 
ble. An Taſtance of which, we had 
in the late Election for Weſtminſter, 
when a certain Juſtice, Horſe and 
all, were overſet, and thrown into a 
Ditch. Hong! 3 
The Time of Elections, is a Time 
of Mobbing, and Rioting with Impu- 
nity: Thouſands aſſemble and meet 

. together, who have no Voices, any 
further than their loud Huzzas, and 
their oaken Cudgels, will influence 


cęs. 


This Mobbing ſhews the Spirit of 
"the People, beyond any thing elk, 
And happy is that Prince, who has 
the Pophlacè on his Side: As the great 
Queen Eizabeth very jultly obſerved, 
they are the ironge// Guards, But it 
= _ 


their Brethrea of better . Circumſtan- 


1 1 
muſt be confeſs'd, that this Spirit in 
the People, is very much heighten'd 
by. Liquor: Much Drink will carr7 
an Election, generally ſpeaking, ſooner 
than any thing, but Mane). And I 
have known, on the very Day of E- 
lection, that a Candidate has gain'd 
his Point, by placing Hogſheads of 
Wine in a Market-place, and tapping 
them at both Ends, with Liberty for 
Friends and Enemies, without Diſtinc- 
tion, to drink their Fill; which has 
had ſuch an Effect on the latter, that 
they have forgot all former Engage- 
ments, and given their Voices for the 
Gentleman whoſe Barrels were run- 


* 


ning at both Ends. 71 


The other Artifices uſed in Elec- 
tions are many and various; there 
are Variety of Stratagems, beſides that 
of the Bottle, tho Money has the Pre- 
heminence, and the heavieſt Portman- 
teau. ſeldom fails to make the BElec= 
tion; it qualifies the Candidate bes 
yond all Objection, and makes him ap- 
pear a Patriot to the People. 


Many are the Candidates ſent into 
the Country, who make it their poli- 
| G7 tical 


— —— — 


. 

| tical Buſineſs to rail againſt all Courts, 

and all kind of Governments, but 

L Tach as the People ſeem to bein- 
clind to: They'll be of any Religi- 
on, of any Party, and for any Admi- 
niſtration, the Electors ſhall propoſe, 

„ during the time their Elections are 
ſolliciting: But what are they after- 
wards? Are they of any Religion, for 
any Party, or any Ruling Power, but 
what is oppoſite to the Intereſt of thoſe 
they repreſent ? Fo 


6 = 


This, I believe, will be found too 
true to admit of Contradiction; tho, 
I think, as to Party, the Time is now 
come that Parties are dropt. The late 
Whigs have been guilty of ſuch Prac- 
tices, that they are aſham'd of the 
Name, and are by nothing ſo much 
diſtinguiſh'd as their Crimes; and the 
"Tories, having ſuffer'd by their Folly, 
are no longer deſirous of any ſuch | 
Diſtinct in. The preſent Parties are 


for Court and Country; — I don't fay qi 
Freedom and Slavery, tho ſome Per- tt 
ſons have given a Turn to Deſigns on C 
foot having a Tendency that way. : 
P 

Which 


* 
"4 
"2 
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Which of theſe Intereſts the People 
in general will be willing to embrace, 
is caſy to determine, they are un- 
doubtedly for the latter, and I cannot 
by any means blame them: and yet, 
at the ſame time, I am as great an 
Advocate for the Court, as I think 
is conſiſtent with the Love of my 


Country. 


We have an Inſtance at this time 
of dividing Intereſts, and even join- 
ing oppoſite Parties to keep out Per- 
ſons, in the Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, from any ſhare in the Service 
of it. I could mention a very honeſt 


Gentleman, and a worthy Patriot, who 


has met with Treatment of this 
kind, for no other Crime than that 
of endeavouring to bring to Juſtice 


Robbers of the Publick. 


Amongſt the many Methods, 
quently uſed in making Elections, 


fre- 


there are none ſo openly againſt our 
Conſtitution, and the Rights and Li- 
berties of the Subject, as the Intereſt 
that is made in all Elections by the 


Peers of the Realm. We have 


had 


few 


8 


(22) 
few Elections, without a very great 
Number of Candidates elected by 
the Interpoſition of the Nobility, who 
have large Poſſeſſions to influence 2 
Choice, and ſome of them have ſingly 
made ten or twenty Members. 
E 47 

In our former Elections of Knights 
of the Shice, I am well informed, it 
has been uſual for Candidates to grant 


Eſtates to Perſons of the meaneſt Cir. ( 
cumſtances, and the worſt of Princi- to 
ples, as a Qualification to vote for fror 
their Election; and to have either a puſ] 
latent Deed or a Bond to reſign, tion 
when the Election is over, on Pay- they 
ment of the Sums agreed for their clini 
Votes. 88 115 Dru 
8 ‚ 1 2 , ther 
In Boroughs, to multiply Electors, or 1 
great Numbers of Freemen are ol. told 
tentimes made, to ſerve the purpoſe Ml thre: 
of procuring a Majority for a Can- tion. 
didate, who aims: at nothing but to 
fell his Country: And thus are the TI 
Freemen of this Kingdom made ſub for « 


ſervient to Slavery amongſt us; they the 
are made free Today, to be Slaves Socie 
To-morrow, and all for a leſs Purchaſe of th 
than Judas's Hire. 1 inſteg 
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A certain Great Lady has been ac- 


tive on this Account, in a certain 


Borough; but 1 hope to ſee her diſ- 
appointed, and that our Freemen, in 
the Election now on foot, will ſhew 
themſelves Such, and, convince the 
World, that Freedom, on theſe Terms, 
is not always the Price of Slavery. 


Our Military Gentlemen . promiſe 
to excuſe the Inhabirants of Boroughs 
' from the quartering of Soldiers, to 
a puſh their Intereſts in Borough-Elec- 
, tions. And, on the other hand, when 
. they find their Intereſt upon its De- 
ir cline, they threaten the People with 

Drums and Fire-Arms ; and tell them, 

there ſhall not be a Houle in a City 
55 or Borough without its Soldier, I am 
i- told a Great General has lately thus 
e Wl threatened a Borough in his Juriſdic- | 
n- Wl tion. 3 | N 


The cunning Lawyers, who ſet up 
for Candidates, promiſe to promote 
the beſt of Laws for the Welfare of 
Society, and to be the Great Guardians 
of the Liberty of the People; but, 
inſtead of it, 'tis by their means _ 
the 


( 24 ) 
the beſt deſigned Laws have been of. 


tentimes evaded, 
leſs. 


4 


Our Merchants, who are Candi. 


dates, make very large Promiſes what 
they will do for Trade; but this 
Trade, when we come to find it 
out, is a Trade in a Certain Houſe, 
too profitable for thoſe that are out 
of it to know or underſtand. And 


ſome of them propoſe advantageous | 


Schemes for the very ſame purpoſe: 
But theſe, I hope, by our late Miſ- 
' fortunes, are not at this time to be 
eſteemed Merit in the Perſons pro- 


poſing them. 


From the Sons of our Nobility 1 
have already hinted what we may 
expect; they ought ro be excluded 
the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, for the 
Reaſons T have given in my Obſerva- 
tions on the Influence of the Peerage ; 
they'll always appear in the Intereſt 
of the Court, and therefore are pru- 
dently to be avoided at any Juncture 
that that Intereſt ſhall become too for- 
midable. 3 


All 


and rendered uſe- 
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All Penſioners to a Court are the 
laſt Men to be choſen ; though, for 
theſe, great Struggle has been al- 
ways made. They talk at firſt. with 
the Spirit (not Honeſty) of Patriots, 
and afterwards, on a little private 
Diſcipline, are for ever ſilent; they 
ſoon loſe the Gift of Speech, and in 
the Houſe, are only conſpicuous Sta- 


tues. 


One would imagine they had been 
dumb from their Nativity, like the 
famous, Conjurer Campbell; though they 
have a much more profitable Employ- 
ment in Life. Tits 


The laſt thing I have to mention, 
b the Uſe, that has been formerly 
made of tlie Exchequer in our Elec- 
tions, Which exceeds; all other Prac- 
tices, and was very juſtly condemned 
in the Doba tes on rejecting the late Bill 
for Freedom of Elections. Tis ex- 
tremely hard, that Money given by 
tie Subject for Publick Utes, and 
for their greater Security, ſhould be 
employed againſt them in the Ma- 
nagement of Elections; and that what 
"0 Was 


6 
was chearfully advanc'd by the Conn. 
try to ferve a Government, ſhould 
be uſed by that Government to de- 
ſtroy that Country. But this, I hope, 
will never happen again to the People 
of Great Britain, © — 


needs 
lily 
ore I 


I ſhall conclude this ſhort Account 
of the Methods uſed by Candidates, 
with a remarkable Paragraph I have 
lately ſeen in the publick Prints. We 
hear that a certain Perſon of Qua- 
* lity, who ſets up for a certain Bo. 
© rough, not many Miles from Ln- 
© don, where the Number of Electors 
are but thirteen, has very prudent- 
© ly ſecured eight of them at his 
* Houſe in Hannover Square, where 
they have been for many Days en: 
* tertain'd in the moſt ſumptuous 
manner; ſhewn all the Rarities and 
© Diverſions of the Town; and are 
to | be clothed, beſides their ne 
f Breeches handſell'd, before the Elec 
tion.“ = W 


This 
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This, whether Real or Fiche. 
needs no Comment: The Moron 
ally judge of its Meaning, and there. 
ore I make no Application. N 
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An EXTRACT fray the Reports of 
the Committee of Secrecy, relating to 
the fictitious Stack; and a Lift thoſe 
Members of loth Houſes wits had the ſaid 
Stock held for them, in order to Arn 
the paſſing the late South-Sea Bill. 


S to the Lords of Parliament, and Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, named in 
the Aecompt of Stock fold, which Accompr of 
Stock amounts in the whole to 124, ooo J. the 
Particulars of which follow : | | 
Mr. Robert Surman'being examined. and ſhew- 
ed the ſaid Accomprs of Stock ſold, fays, That 
when he was (by Mr. XKuight's Direction) pre- 
paring the ſaid Aecempt of Stock fold to be 
laid before the Houfe, Mr. Xuight read thoſe 
Sunis to him out of the Green Book; wherein 
this Examinant, at the ſame time, ſaw the Lord 
CLetwynd's Name, at the Head of an Accompt 
therein kept between his Lordſhip and Mr. 
Right ; and the Examinant verily believes, that 
his Lordſhip's Name and the ſaid Sums, and all 
the other Names and Sums which were read out 
of the ſaid Green Book, are real, and that ſuch 
Perſons had ſuch Stock actually held for them; 
and that thoſe Sums were really held by Mr. 
Knight for Lord Chetuynd's Benefit, who had the 
power over ſo much Stock, and had a Right at 
any time to demand the Difference, in.caſe of 2 
Riſe ; and the Examinant never heard that his 
Lordſhip either paid any Money, or gave Secu- 
rity for paying for the ſaid Stock. And touching 
the following Sums, he ſays the ſame he ſaid con- 


cerning the Stock charged to be ſold to the Lord 


Cl. etwynd. | Stock 


Marci 


Marc] 
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, Lieut. Gen. Peper — 4000 180 
* Tho Wynn, Eſq; = 2000. 180 


5000; 174 


Sir Rob. Chaplain | 
Ld. Gower per Bdw. Gibbon 2cco 
Ld Chetwynd ———- 3000 
17 Ditto — 


d Lanſdoum per Gibbon = 5000 


Edward Rolt Eſq; — 5000 

11 Samuel Tuffnel Eſq; — 5000 
17 Jobn Burridge -<-———— 2000 
21 Coll. Fames Scot — 1000 


22 Wm, Chetwynd Eſq; -— 3000 


ee e & ee 


bn Bampfield per Ditto - 1000 


ir Fobn Bland per Ditto 1000 

Sir Tho. Seabright per Ditto 1000 
Henry Dracks per Ditto. — 1000 
Win. Chetwynd Eſq; — 4000 
Coll. Grabam 2000 
23 Sir Min. Gordon 


Tho, Wynn Eſq; = 2000 

March 23 Wim, Firreſter ———— 1000 
28 Coll. Monroe —-—— 6000 

Pat. Haldane Eſq; 2.000 


Edward Rolt Eſq; —— 5800 


March 2.5 Sir Wm. Gordon — 3000 
Earl Notsbe -———— 2000 
Earl of Eſſex =——— 2000 


Ld Haddinglon o——— 2000 


Marq. Wincheſter —— 2000 
77 Banks — . 1000 
in. Chetwynd EIA; — 3000 


4000 


180 
179 


2000 182 


Marth 1 Tobs Ree — 10 198 | 


180 
1744 
2 
200 


310 
310 


Coll. Montgomery — 2000 
Tho. Poultney Eq; — 2c00' 


Sir Wilfred Lawſon 


315 


1315 
Sir Meunt Blundell —— 2000 318 


1000 320 


Cb. Longue ville per Rob. Cheſter ioco | 325 


Wm, Yonge Eſq; 


| | | 250330 
Sir Vn. Carecu per Rob. Cheſter looo 300 
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That in Diſcourſe with Mr. Knight, ſince this 
Enquiry began, Mr. Knight has often expreſſed 
a great deal of Uneaſineſs on account of Stock 
ſold and bought for the Company, ſaying, He 
had in theſe Affairs obliged ſeveral Perſdns, 
whom he did nor care to name. 


And your Committee examined, in the moſt | 


ſolemn manner, Milliam Compere, one of the Per- 


ſons mentioned in the Accompt of the ſaid © 
574, 500 l. Stock; and he declares, he did not 


buy the Quantity of Stock, in the ſaid Ac- 
compt charged to be fold to him, neither of the 
South-Sea Company, Mr. Knight, Mr. Surman, or 
any other Perſon concerned for the Company, to 
his knowledge: nor had he any ſuch Stock held 


or taken in for him by any of the Perſons afore- 


ſaid. a 
And the ſeveral other Brokers and Perſons, who 
are alſo inſerted in the ſaid Accompt as Buyers of 
other Parts of the ſaid Stock, having been exa- 
mined by your Committee, have, in the like 


manner, denied their buying ſuch Stock, or hav- | 


ing the ſame taken in br held for them; and 
have declared, that their Names -are in the ſaid 
Accompr made uſe af without their Knowledge 
or Conſent; and your Committee obſerve, that 


the ſeveral Sums amount to 339, 500 l. South-Sea 


. 

And from hence it is evident, that the Names 
of the {aid Perſons have been fictitiouſly made 
uſe of, in order to conceal the Perſons for whoſe 
Benefit: ſuch Stock was really diſpoſed of. 
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